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Beyond the campaign: The candidates get personal

See their slideshows under the SG Elections tab at www.dailygamecock.com
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SPORTS

Alex Stroman and Taylor Cain prepare to discuss their platforms.

Candidates address campus unity

VP hopefuls get heated over issues

W

Women’s basketball coach
Dawn Staley reflects on the
effects of injuries and preps
for a game against the
Razorbacks in Fayetteville.

See page 12
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Drew Kirchhofer debates with his fellow presidential candidates.

ith less than a week
until voting begins,
USC Student Government presidential candidates
ha m mered out t heir biggest
campaign points during a debate
on Greene Street Wednesday
afternoon.
How to properly represent
graduate students and off-campus
students in SG was a key topic of
concern to the candidates.
“Graduate students deser ve
equal representation in Student
Government and Senate,” said
Drew Kirchhofer, a second-year
fi nance student. “Whether it be
graduate students or off-campus
students, we need to make sure
we discuss ideas around campus.”
Carmel Mat in, t he current
chief of staff for Student Body
President Andrew Gaeckle’s administration, has met on several
occasions with Graduate Student
Association President Reed Curtis, she said.

Josh Dawsey
“We’re makh e
STAFF WRITER
ing sure that
vice
we’re bu i ldpresing unit y
idential debate
a nd f i nd i ng
quickly revved
s o l u t i o n s ,”
up Wednesday
s a id M at i n ,
afternoon
a t h i rd-yea r
when Student
political sciG o v e r n me nt
ence student.
candidates
“A s s t u de nt
r e c e i v e d t he
leaders, we
opportunity to
have to make
ask quest ions
ourselves acof one another.
cessible.”
After taking
Mered it h
questions from
Ross, a thirdmoderator
year political
Darci St ricksc ience st uland, a WLTX
Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK N e w s 1 9
dent, said she
would strive to keep graduate
anchor, about student leadership,
students involved and informed
each candidate took the turn as
in all of her administration’s
moderator, asking another candidecisions.
date on the stage a one-minute,
“If I am elected president,
on-the-spot question.
graduate students and off-campus
In his question, Matt Ungar said
Taylor Cain has made campaign
promises she couldn’t keep. In the
PRESIDENT ● 4
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Apple Hub celebrates opening
Campus store hopes to educate
students, expand services
USC’s legal music download system, Ruckus, is
no more. The Residence
Hall Association wants to
do something about it.
Find out why.

See page 9
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MANDI AUSTIN
SORDELET JACKSON
Third-year
public
relations
student

First-year
political
science
student

In the section’s first
segment of “Different
Strokes,” columnists Mandi
and Austin discuss whether
or not you should vote
in next week’s Student
Government elections.

See page 8
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President Pastides, Cocky and Apple Hub
employees cut the ribbon Wednesday.
get a chance to have hands-on experience
with the products.
Other than the benefit of being able
to purchase a product and take it home
immediately, the store is also able to offer
special deals.
“We can offer exclusive deals that no
one else has. We have specials all the
t ime,” said M ichele Dames, t he store
manager.
Students were encouraged to remember
that this is just the beginning of what
Apple will mean to the campus.
“The students themselves will really
develop what’s next for the Apple store.
We are looking forward to getting feedback from students and fi nding out what
comes next,” said Jeff Farnham, university
deputy chief information officer.
Chris Byrd, the director of budgets
and human resources for the Office of
Information Technology, said the store’s
OPENING ● 4
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Pastides, Coble write
open letter to Obama
U.S. president receives
invite to university
to discuss environment

Sarah Peterman
The Gamecock Apple Hub celebrated its
grand opening Wednesday at its location
on the fi rst floor of the Russell House.
While the Hub has been open for business since Dec. 8, the grand opening was
scheduled later to ensure that everything
worked and that there was plenty of merchandise in stock.
“It’s great to be able to walk in here and
ask any question about Apple products.
It’s especially nice, since the closest Apple
stores are in Charleston and Charlotte,”
said Kurtis Meilink, a fi rst-year biomedical engineering student.
USC President Harris Past ides and
Cocky began the festivities with an official ribbon cutting at 10 a.m. The day was
packed full with events from demonstrations to prize giveaways.
The Apple Hub is not only a sales center, but it will also offer lots of product
support. Currently the hub can fi x minor
problems and the employees are in training to be equipped to offer repair services
soon.
“We can offer recommendations and
advice. We are able to provide more customized care than you’d fi nd at a regular
Apple store since we really know our audience and their needs,” said Dana Sanders,
a fourth-year interdisciplinary studies
student and Hub employee.
Apple experts also taught seminars. The
courses covered topics from podcasting to
mobile computing and were free and open
to all faculty, staff and students.
The Gamecock Apple Hub hopes to be
more than simply a store. The employees
want this to be a place where students
can get together and discuss technology,
see how it can make their lives better and

past, Ungar, a second-year public
relations student, said Cain’s academics committee had been unsuccessful at lowering book prices
and implementing an online class
registration system.
Cain, a second-year h istor y
student, said she is currently looking at different ideas to make the
process successful.
“We have a different idea where
individual professors would post
their class syllabi and descriptions
online,” Cain said.
Cain said she had never promised
she could make textbooks cheaper,
but that she could make them more
affordable.
“The textbook business is a
moneymaking business,” Cain said.
“You can’t change that. If professors submit their orders on time,
it makes it easier to sell your books
back and fi nd more used books.”
In Cain’s return question, she
said Ungar misrepresented facts

Un iver sit y P re sident
Harris Pastides and Columbia Mayor Bob Coble
recently joined forces to
write a column that ran in
The State. The “Open Letter to President Obama”
extends an invitation to
the president to attend the
Nat ional Hydrogen A ssociation Conference and
Expo.
“As a region committed
to alternative energy and to
hydrogen, the mayor and I
have been planning something like this for a long
time. It would have been
extended to Sen. McCain if
he had become president,”
Pastides said. “It’s a unique
opportunity for a new president to tangibly show his
support of the future that
is less dependent on fossil
fuels, that is more sensitive
to our carbon footprint,
that is less likely to create
conf lict t hroughout t he
world.”
The opportunities that
the NHA conference will
bring will open new doors
for Columbia, Coble said.
“We’re doing everything
we can to take advantage
of the stimulus legislation
to make sure we enter the

green economy and create
jobs for our citizens,” he
said.
Pastides said the war,
the economy and energy
were all intertwined and
all priorities of President
Barack Obama.
“ We’re not d i s t r ac ting from the business of
running the country, but
hopefully helping him by
providing a platform for
h im to maybe ma ke a n
energ y policy speech or
otherwise encourage the
aspirations of scientists and
business people and students and faculty here and
throughout the country,”
Pastides said.
A lthough no one from
the Obama administration
has responded, Past ides
said he remains hopeful.
“We are following up.
You can’t just send the letter
in and wait for a letter to go
back,” Pastides said. “Our
people in Washington who
support the university and
the region are following
up. It’s still probably a long
shot, but we are hoping that
if he can’t make it, he’ll send
a high-level official.”
The conference is especially important to the
USC community because of
the Future Fuels program,
which researches nuclear
energy, clean coal, hybridelectric power, biomass and
solar power as alternative
COLUMN ● 6
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• Empower will meet today
in RH room 304 at 5 p.m.
For more information, visit
the EMPOWER Facebook
group or contact Kristen
Covington at Covingtl@
mailbox.sc.edu.
• If you are interested in
joining the new session
of Weight Watchers on
campus, contact Melinda
Poore at (803) 777-7602 or
mnpoore@moore.sc.edu.
The cost is $98 and the
class meets for 10 weeks
each T hu r sday on t he
eighth floor of the BA.
• In celebration of Black History Month, join Campus
Wellness Registered Dietitian Deborah Zippel with
Heart and Soul Healthy
Cooking Demonstration
Tuesday from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. in the Public Health
Research Center, Room
107. She will prepare ovenfried catfish, greens, red
rice, banana pudding and
sweet tea. She will discuss
recipes that address health
issues. To sign-up, call
(803) 576-9393 before Feb.
13.
• Students can share their
experiences with servicelearning activities, study
abroad, i nter nsh ips,
nat ional fellowships or
undergraduate research.
St udent s must reg ister
an approved abstract by
March 6 at http://w w w.
sc.edu/our/abstracts.php.
Discovery Day will be held
April 24.

Austin Willia ms, a secondyea r ma rketing student,
secreta ry of Nihon Club
Q: If you won the lottery tomorrow,
what’s the first thing you would do?
A: I’d probably save 60 percent of it, invest
20 percent of it and spend 20 percent.
Q: What does your organization work
to promote?
A: We work closely with the Japanese
population that’s already in the Columbia
area. We basically help the Japanese students
that came from abroad to get accustomed
to life in South Carolina. We also have
students who are simply interested in
Japanese culture.
Q: What’s the one thing you miss the
most from living at home?
A: I’d say a warm cooked meal.
Q: If you could go see any live concert
tomorrow for free, what would you go
see?
A: I’d say Led Zeppelin.
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist

The USC community wants to know what your organization has going on this
week, and The Daily Gamecock wants to help you spread the word. If your
organization has an upcoming meeting or event you want publicized, contact
gamecocknews@sc.edu or stop by our office in the Russell House, room
333.
“Carolina Briefs” submissions should include the time, place, name and a
description of the meeting or event, as well as a contact person for any
questions. The description shouldn’t exceed 50 words. Submissions should be
sent no later than 5:30 p.m. two days before publication.
The Daily Gamecock reserves the right to edit, condense or hold any
submission.

Leah Robl / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Nora Dillard, a first-year advertising student, celebrates her birthday with friends at
Miyabi Kyoto Japanese Steakhouse, at Columbiana Mall.

Local
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South Carolina regulators on Wednesday unanimously approved a request
by the state’s largest private
utility to build two nuclear
reactors, meaning higher
rates for electricity customers.
Residential rates will go
up 0.4 percent in March,
South Carolina Electric &
Gas Co. spokesman Eric
Boomhower said after the
Public Ser v ice Commiss ion’s vot e We d ne s d ay.
T h a t ’s a b o u t 4 8 c e n t s
a mont h for a n aver age
customer using 1,000 kilowatts.
Rates will go up an average of 2.5 percent a year for
the next 10 years to help
pay the financing cost for
SCE&G’s port ion of t he
$10 billion project.
It is just one of several
approvals South Carolina
Electric & Gas Co. will need
for the two 1,100 megawatt
reactors it is building with
state-owned utility Santee
Cooper. Federal regulators
also will review the company’s nuclear plans. That
process could take several
years.
Opponents of the plants
shouted at commissioners
after the vote, saying they
had sold out South Carolina
rate payers.
Env ironmental groups
a nd ot hers had sa id t he
company could meet demand with improved energy
efficiency and by exploring
renewable energy sources,
such as wind and solar, but
commissioners agreed with
the company that more generating capacity is needed.

LIT TLE ROCK, Ark —
The A rk a nsas House on
Wednesday approved a bill
allowing concealed handguns in churches, despite
hea r i ng a rg u ment s t h at
lawmakers should put their
faith in God, not guns.
The bill, which passed on
a 57-42 vote and now heads
t o t he S e n at e , r e mo v e s
churches and other houses
of worsh ip f rom t he l ist
of places where concealed
handg u ns are ban ned.
Currently, the only private
ent it ies where concealed
weapons a re ba n ned a re
churches and bars.
The bill’s sponsor, Rep.
Beverly Pyle, R-Cedarville,
sa id she i nt roduced t he
measure af ter a series of
church shootings across the
country. She said it would
be up to each indiv idual
church whether to allow the
concealed guns.
“It is time we changed our
concealed-handgun law to
allow law-abiding citizens
of the state of Arkansas the
right to defend themselves
and others should a situation happen in one of our
churches,” she said.
Pyle said at least 20 states
have similar laws allowing
churches to decide whether
to permit concealed guns.
The measure drew opposition from a pair of pastors
who are also legislators.
Rep. Steven Breedlove,
D-Greenwood, a minister
at the Valley View Church
of Ch r ist , sa id a l low i ng
concealed handguns won’t
stop someone from opening
fi re inside a church.

J E R U S A L E M — Fo r
Hamas, the goal is opening
Gaza’s borders to tons of
blankets, medicine and other
humanitarian aid piled up in
ports, and freeing hundreds of
Palestinians from Israeli jails.
For Israel, it’s stopping the
smuggling of arms into Gaza
and bringing home a soldier
held captive by Hamas-linked
militants since 2006.
With outgoing Prime Minister Ehud Olmert suddenly
freed of political constraints
as rival parties wrangle over
how to share power following Tuesday’s elections, the
next several weeks may offer a
unique opportunity for Israel
and Hamas to strike a deal —
though it’s unclear whether
Olmert’s successor would
honor it.
John Ging, the top U.N.
official in Gaza, said he was
not concerned about who
becomes prime minister, only
about reopening the border
crossings.
“We just hope that whichever government is elected
changes its policy to focus
on the plight of the people in
Gaza,” he said. “Thousands
of tons of humanitarian aid,
like blankets, medicine and aid
are waiting in Ashdod (Israel),
Egypt and Jordan ... The aid
isn’t getting in because there is
only one crossing open, so it’s
like the eye of a needle.”
Senior defense officials said
Olmert’s dwindling time as
prime minister has ironically
improved conditions for working out an agreement that
would open the borders and
end the warfare.

—The Associated Press
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PRESIDENT ● Continued from 1 ing a tuition raise.
“We have to be more
st udents w ill be repre- d iscer n i ng i n what we
sented in my cabinet,” Ross spend money on, such as
said. “I’m glad these issues the OneCarolina project,”
Ross said. “Things we do
are coming out.”
A ll of t he candidates not necessarily need, we
highlighted their involve- have to put a hold on.”
M at i n u sed her t u r n
ment in various groups
a r o u n d c a m p u s w h e n as moderator to question
asked by the moderator, whether or not Kirchhofer
W LTX News 19 anchor had the adequate experiDarci Strickland, how they ence to serve as president.
would stay involved if not Kirchhofer said his youth
could be considered a posielected president.
When the presidential tive quality.
“Both of the other candicandidates received t he
opportunit y to ask each dates are more experienced
other questions, none took t han I am,” K irchhofer
acc usator y tones. Ross said. “But I consider it one
asked Matin if she could of my biggest attributes
brief ly explain a piece of that if elected, I have a year
her platform that said she’ll after my presidency to help
elevate the role of student continue what we’re working on.”
organizations.
But Ross said experience
“We need to make sure
we are workers in a spirit of does matter in serving as
cooperation,” Matin said. president.
“The executive experi“In the past, we had a Soiree of Student Leaders that ence I have absolutely prebrought people together. pares me for leadership,”
And we’ll continue to do Ross said.
big initiatives.”
Kirchhofer asked Ross
how she planned to solve Comments on this story? E-mail
problems without propos- gamecocknews@sc.edu
OPENING ● Continued from 1
opening in Russell House
has also helped to establish direct connect ions
bet ween Apple and t he
u n iversit y t hat w ill be
beneficial to all.
“We have established a
very strong partnership

with Apple and they are
very excited about working wit h us to help t he
f ac u lt y, st a f f a nd st udents,” he said.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Senate codes delay nomination once again
SG rules require hearings
with two committees
to join Constitutional Council
Josh Dawsey
STAFF WRITER

A lit t le-k now n St udent
G over n ment code t hat
requires any Constitutional
Council nominee to meet
with the Senate Powers and
Responsibilit y Committee
and the Judiciary Committee
stopped a confirmation vote
on Frank Avery for the third
week in a row Wednesday
night.
Sen. Ji m M a n n i ng, a
second-year mathematics student, proposed an objection
to a vote on Avery, a secondyear political science student,
citing his desire to ask Avery
a question before he gains
the appointment. After the
Senate decided to vote on the
appointment, Avery said that
a vote before Manning meets
with the rules committee is
unconstitutional.
The code reads: “In order to
fully inform the Senate during
the selection and nomination
process for the Constitutional
Council, the President ProTempore shall call forth a
special hearing after the Senate Powers and Responsibilities Committee and Judicial
Committee have reviewed the
President’s nominees. This
hearing will be conducted
by the members of the Rules
Committee and chaired by the
President Pro- Tempore.”
After consulting the legislative codes, Student Body Vice
President Meredith Ross said
she agrees with Manning.
“It has t y pically been a
tedious formality that has not
always been followed,” said
Ross, a third-year political
science student. “In this case,
Sen. Manning was in his rights
to cite this code in that he has
further questioning for the
nominee and could potentially

have a member of the Rules
Committee bring up in this
special hearing.”
S e n . A le x S t r o m a n , a
second-year political science
student, said he protested
holding the nomination up.
But, a clarification from Rules
Committee Chairman Ben
Bullock, a fourth-year political science student, concurred
with Ross and ended the discussion.
St udent Body President
Andrew Gaeckle said holding up the appointment was
“tedious.”
“The issue here is that we’ve
held Frank Avery’s appointment for three weeks now,”
said Gaeckle, a fourth-year international studies student. “I
feel strongly that the majority
of Senate would appoint Avery
to Constitutional Council.
We’re holding this up because
of personal issues.”
Gaeckle said he heard Manning had a religious issue with
Avery’s appointment.
M a n n i ng cou ld not be
reached for comment after the
meeting.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Senate Quick Hits:
Want a Chick-Fil-A biscuit in Russell House
for breakfast? Beginning in August, you’ll
likely be able to.
A meeting between Buddy Ballew, the
Student Services committee chairman,
and Mike Scheffries, a Sodexo executive,
occurred last week. Ballew said breakfast
hours would likely begin with the next
school year.
“Mr. Scheffries has talked to the people
above him,” Ballew said. “He’s almost 100
percent sure this is going to happen.”
Ballew said more details would be released
as they become available.

— Compiled by Staff Writer Josh Dawsey

Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Rules Committee members discuss the delay of Frank Avery’s nomination last night.

quick study
aka Jamie, Verizon Wireless

At Verizon Wireless, I get to take the skills I already have and build upon
them through a variety of training programs that help me grow my career.
[ Already my accomplishments have been rewarded – I continue to learn and grow! ]

You’re working hard to get that college degree and it’s
almost time to reap its rewards. Your years of education
are the perfect foundation for a high-growth opportunity
with Verizon Wireless in our Retail Leadership Development
Program (RLDP). If you want to hone and develop your
business skills, our dynamic RLDP can launch you from
where you are today into a leadership role in record
time. Consider your future with a company that values
the skills you bring and the work you put in.
If you’re ready to take charge of your future, log on to
vzwrldp.com to learn more about our dynamic Retail
Leadership Development Program. What are you
waiting for? Let Verizon Wireless help you launch the
career of your dreams today.
We have opportunities available at several
locations for our:

Retail Leadership Development
Program (RLDP)
We’re on facebook!
Search “Verizon Wireless Careers”.
Become a fan!

Careers For Everything You Are
www.vzwrldp.com

Verizon Wireless is an equal opportunity employer m/f/d/v.
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TODAY’S RECYCLEMANIA
DROP-OFF SPOTS
USC’s campus-wide, four-week competitive recycling
program sponsored by Coca-Cola and SG, continues
with drop-off locations on central campus today.
Students in residence halls or the Greek Village can
earn prizes for the most recyclables.
Bates House: curb by parking lot
Bates West: curb by parking lot
East Quad: at parking lot by Blossom Street
Roost: curb by lower parking lot
South Quad: curb by Sumter Street
West Quad: curb by Wheat Street, curb by Main
Street and curb by loading dock
Courtesy of Carolina Service Council

The Carolina Service Council, along with other student organizations, are learning to
adjust to the new allocation system, which aims to give more money in the long run.

Organizations deal
with new fund system
New budget allocation
distribution gives clubs
money in increments
Meagean Dugger
STAFF WRITER

La st week , more t ha n
100 student organizations
attended budget allocation
training sessions to learn of
Student Government’s newly
implemented budget plan.
Budgets due Tuesday were
for the fi rst of a series. The
other budgets will be due in
July, August, September and
October.
“After those months, we
can reallocate the budget
and give more money,” said
St udent Body Treasu rer
Jonathan Antonio.
Antonio, a third-year accounting student, said the
new budget system will use
more of the money allotted
for student organizations. An
organization’s budget money
will no longer be distributed
all at once, but in sessions.
The leftover will go back
into a pool for reuse in the
next session.
“Every organization’s budget should increase with this
new process,” he said.
Dorie Enderle, the Dance
Marat hon treasurer, said
although it seems as if the
new budget system will be
more effective, she does not
feel the plan is best for her
particular organization.
Enderle, a fourth-year international business student,
said because Dance Marathon occurs every February,
she needs to know up front
how much money she can
work with.
“Because of t he nat ure
of our organization, we’re
petitioning to fi nance committee to receive our budget
for the entire year up front,”

Enderle said.
Enderle said despite her
par t ic u lar sit uat ion, she
believes the new system is a
positive change.
“It’s great that new organizations don’t have to wait
a full year to get funded,”
she said.
H a le y Joh n ston, t he
Carolina Service Council
treasurer and a third-year international business student,
said she embraces the new
system and insists the change
benefits her organization.
“I love the change,” Johnson said. “It works out really
well for us.”
L i s a L eb ov it z , H i l lel
president, said she is excited
about being funded for the
first time this year.
“We do a lot of social
events and religious events
as well,” she said.
Lebovitz, a fourth-year
hotel, restaurant and tourism
management student, said
her organization can now

offer more to members and
nonmembers alike.
“We hold open events to
the Jewish and others who
are interested in Judaism,”
she said.
T hou g h s he at t e nde d
the budget allocation sessions, Lebovitz said she did
not have an opinion on the
new system yet, since this is
Hillel’s first year receiving
money from the university.
“I don’t really have an
opinion on that yet,” Lebovitz said. “Ask me next year.”
A ntonio worked on the
budget plans all summer and
said extensive hours went
into the process.
“I promised I would do
it, and after 30 drafts of 30
pages of legislation, I finally
got it right,” Antonio said,
insist ing t he new system
will make better use of the
money.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist

VP ● Continued from 1
when speaking to the Association of African American Students Tuesday night.
Ungar told the group he had spearheaded
the Cocky’s Caravan Project, but Cain
said the project began three years ago
under the leadership of Lauren Riga and
former Student Body President Tommy
Preston.
Ungar said while he admitted work
began three years ago, his efforts on the
project made it come together.
“I’ve put more work into this than anyone else to get this project back on track
to where it needs to be,” Ungar said. “The
project didn’t come to fruition until this
year.”
After answering the question, Ungar
turned around in Cain’s direction and
asked her, “Does that answer your question?”
Cain wiggled her fingers, as if to say
Ungar halfway answered her question.
If elected VP, and subsequently senate
president, Alex Stroman said he would try
to stop infighting among members of the

senate.
“There’s too much bickering and personality goals on student senate,” Stroman
said. “It takes away from the good work of
the senate, and we need to change that.”
Ungar said campus safety at USC is
poor. Investing money into new projects
around campus would protect students,
Ungar said.
“It’s a huge problem here on campus,”
Ungar said. “We need a better learning
and living environment with more call
boxes, bike routes and lights.”
Stroman, a second-year political science
student, said campus safety and textbooks
are the “same old” problems candidates
have been discussing for years.
“Every year, candidates come through
and talk about textbooks and parking and
campus safety,” Stroman said. “We need
to think outside the box to come up with
ideas to solve our problems instead of
talking about the same things.”
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu
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Service fair offers opportunities for volunteers
Local non-profit
organizations gather
to attract students
Rebecca Cuozzo

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Service Opportunity Fair was attended
by 30 non-profit organizations Wednesday in
the Russell House, offering a wide variety of
ways students can help, such as working with
children or animals, helping to feed the hungry
or bettering the community in general.
The fair happens once each semester, allowing students to get familiar with the many
community service opportunities occurring on

campus.
Whitney Sousa, a fourth-year public relations
student, said she wanted to join Keeping the
Midlands Beautiful because they had a great
internship and she loved the principles of the
organization.
“The benefits of working with Keeping the
Midlands Beautiful are seeing people get excited
about our community and seeing how people

Mary Austin/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Second-year nursing student Yvette Odom meets with City Year representative Taylor Wells. City Year, a division of AmeriCorps,
was one of 30 non-profit organizations to attend the Service Opportunity Fair Wednesday in the Russell House.
COLUMN ● Continued from 1
energy sources.
“USC has committed itself to be one of the leading
national universities in the

can take ownership of a serious situation,” Sousa
said.
Angela Bingham, a fifth-year pharmacy student, said she volunteers with the Measles Initiative, a program sponsored by the American
Red Cross.
One of the benefits that come out of working
with the Measles Initiative is having the opportunity to work with people and other college
students to achieve what people think is the
impossible, Bingham said.
Bingham had worked with the Red Cross for
nine years and said she decided to work with
the Measles initiative because it seemed to
resonate with her education in pharmacy.
Shae Chambers, a fourth-year fi nance student who works with the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation, said she joined the
foundation because it seemed to be a perfect
fit.
Chambers, a diabetic herself, has an internship with the foundation in marketing and
public relations.
Amy Lowery, an event planner and fair representative, said another organization, Harvest
Hope, is a food bank that helps people who
are in need and their main goal is to eliminate
hunger.
“The people can be of low income or may
be having a daily crisis and need help putting
food on the table,” Lowery said.
The Harvest Hope Food Bank serves 20
counties in South Carolina with more than
400 member agencies helping them.
Harvest Hope has various projects throughout the year to help out the community. They
are gearing up for the Empty Bowls Auction in
which all of the money raised will go directly
back into the food bank. They have done a
Share Your Holiday during t he mont h of
December.
“Har vest Hope Food Bank goals are to
help as many people as we can because no one
wants to be hungry and to provide a nurturing environment to those who are in need,”
Lowery said.
Students from USC can volunteer for Harvest Hope Food Bank by organizing food
drives and donating their money and time,
Lowery said.
“Now with the economic crisis the need
is even greater for food, so by raising awareness in your community and by helping out
a neighbor people can make a difference,”
Lowery said.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@sc.edu

area of alternative energy,”
Pastides said.
The hydrogen convention
is Columbia’s chance “to
enter the green revolution,”

The Perfect Valentine’s Day Gift!
couples massage class

learn massage techniques to relax
your valentine

Sat., Feb. 28, 2009

1-5 pm

OCCO skin studio 1315 Gadsden Street
$140 per couple
beverages & hors d’oeurves will be
served
To register Call: (803) 788-7546

Coble said.
The N H A Conference
and Expo will be held here
i n C olu m b i a M a r c h 30
through April 3. Events at
the conference will include
demonstrations, workshops
and speakers.
According to the NHA’s
Web site, the organization
aims to decrease dependence
on fossil fuels, improve the
environment and stimulate
economic growth.
Past ides sa id h is relat ionsh ip w it h Coble was
“outstanding” and “as good
as it can be between a big
city mayor and a university
president,” and that the two
often work together.
The column, which ran in
The State on Jan. 24, can be
read in its entirety at: http://
www.thestate.com/satopinion/story/661563.html.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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Some should abstain
from voting this year

Senate has enough impact
to warrant your vote

BRAD MAXWELL
Managing Editor

AMANDA DAVIS
News Editor

Over the past year, there
has been a t remendous
emphasis on vot i ng,
especially among college
students. We have been
informed of the benefits
of voting, of exercising
ou r r ig ht s a s c it i z e n s
and of tak ing part in a
change for the (relatively)
better. The elect ion of
2008 has come and gone,
and now it is t ime t hat
we, the students of USC,
t u r n ou r at t e nt ion t o
another election that will
“supposedly” affect us as
alumni of this school —
the election of the Student
Government.
For some, this election
determines all the
beneficial or detrimental
changes for USC in
the upcoming year. For
others, it’s as relevant as
an expired parking pass.
As heretical at this may
sou nd, t ho se who f a l l
into the second category
shou ld ref rai n f rom
participating in the voting
process.
There are some students
who overlook St udent
Government and fail to
see the benefits of being
able to choose the next
president. They believe
the results don’t matter or
don’t affect them directly,
so who cares whose name
goes to whichever title?
T hei r ap at hy le ad s to
the misrepresentation of
information and relying
solely on hearsay or who
has the prettiest picture.
These people probably
won’t vote, but they might
out of obligation to the
school. If this is the case,
I’d rather they not.
T he vot i ng pro ce s s ,
a s we a l l w it nessed i n
2008, can only function
if t he popu lat ion is
wel l-i n for med. T ho s e
who w ish to make a
dif ference must also
take the time to research
which candidate has their
primary interests at heart.
Ot her w ise, t hey cou ld
miscalculate who would
be best suited for their

ballot and end up relying
on their polar opposite
to make the hard-hitting
dec ision s. A pat hy a nd
voting do not mix well,
and it is preferable to have
a calculated government
rather than a chance one.
Then there is the group
of students who will not be
af fec ted by
the results of
this election
at all: seniors
planning
to g raduate
i n May.
A lthough
there are
MANDI
some who
SORDELET
wou ld l i ke
Third-year
to leave a
public
leg ac y of a
relations
well-chosen
student
St ude nt
Government, the majority
of seniors are more focused
on their next steps out of
college. For t hem, t he
Student Government is
of little to no importance
because they will not be
here to benefit from the
changes our school-run
gover n ment pla n s to
make. In this case, voting
is not a matter of apathy,
but priority. Does it really
matter who will be here
to represent the students
when you’ve a l read y
graduated? If not, there is
no need to vote.
In the large scheme of
t hings, t he importance
of US C ’s St ude nt
G over n ment is a l most
a n af ter t hought. They
do make a difference, but
to some it is a miniscule
cha nge. Ca n we rea l ly
fault certain students for
failing to take interest in a
student organization that
doesn’t pertain to them?
If you’re apathetic to the
outcome, I suggest you
absolve yourself from the
exertion of going online
and vot ing on Feb. 16.
Don’t fret about voter’s
g u i lt. T hose who ca re
about the results would
rather you not vote at all
than vote against them.

On Monday night, my
friend and staff reporter
Josh Dawsey covered the
senatorial debate for the
business school district,
or District 5.
The cover stor y
Tuesday morning should
have been about which
of the 12 candidates for
office would
sta nd out
to business
students
and end up
i n Senate
chambers
n e x t
month.
AUSTIN
T h i s
JACKSON
wou ld not
First-year
be so, since
political
science
just two of
student
t hose 12
candidates
showed up. A t hird
c a nd id at e ap olog i z e d
in a comment on
t h i s ne w s p ap er ’s
Web site, cit i ng poor
communication between
the Elections Commission
and the candidates.
T he aud ience: V ice
president ial candidate
Alex Stroman’s campaign
manager Hakeem
Jef ferson, anot her
persona l f r iend. T hat
is, unless you count six
election commissioners as
an audience.
The point is that when
business students — and
even senatorial candidates
— do not take the time
and energy to sit in (or in
the other 10 candidates’
cases, debate), this exposes
t he voter apat hy t hat
apparently has gripped
the campus.
It is a sad day when we
don’t take much issue with
government, especially
government we know we
can control.
Over the past year, SG
has given us initiatives.
They are imperfect but
can always be perfected —
in this case, by increased
student involvement. For
instance, Paul Bowers
published a column earlier
t h is week implor i ng

students to get SG (and, in
turn, the IT department)
to switch over to Gmail
Apps for Educat ion
a c c o u nt s , s o m e t h i n g
Clemson University (of all
places) had already done
three semesters ago.
Ot her init iat ives
include Cocky’s Caravan,
cracking down on student
activity fee use, and the
Gaeckle administration’s
emphasis on green efforts
(the farmers market, the
appointment of a chief
su st a i nabi l it y of f icer,
bioboxes). On Tuesday,
they are organizing a mass
lobby of state legislators at
the State House.
Student Government
h a s a f f e c t e d ou r l a s t
semester and a half here
without most of us even
knowing that it did. Once
students realize that SG
does have an impact and
t hat t h is isn’t like my
high school, where they
are a puppet government
of t he administ rat ion,
st udent s w ill t a ke SG
more seriously.
Once we realize that
We, the Students of this
University, have a role in
student government to
keep competent senators
and officers and change
those who need changing,
a nd keep ou r st udent
senators and our executive
branch accountable to the
approx i mately 20,0 0 0
u nderg rads a nd 8,0 0 0
graduate students who go
here, then we will have a
government of students,
by students, for students,
and we won’t have this
lack of interest problem.
I n shor t , St udent
G over n ment m at ter s.
We can’t go to V IP all
carefree on Monday and
Tuesday and just vote our
friends into office. On the
outside (and about a block
f rom t he Hor se shoe),
they call that cronyism.
I implore all Gamecocks
to u se some c r it ic a l
thinking and check out
the candidates … AND
GO VOTE!

Viewpoints goes beyond straight news
Columnists have different
responsibilities than reporters,
allowed to express opinions
My l a s t c olu m n ab o ut R u s h
Limbaugh gar nered a lot of
responses online, and even though
many of them were negative, I’m
always happy to see that people are
reading what I write.
It means I’m doing my
job to incite discussion
and debate.
But t here is one
thing I would like to
point out for my sake
a nd t he sa ke of t he
KIMI
other columnists who
TIMMERS
w r ite here. W hen
Fourth-year
someone d isag rees
print
with us, we are often
journalism
ac c u s e d of pu s h i n g
student
our agendas, ignoring
ot her sides of t he
arg ument and ot her w ise hav ing
an opinion. Indeed, we are blasted
for being terrible journalists who
are responsible for the failure of
media and the lack of public trust in
newspapers.
A nd if we were supposed to be
writing unbiased news articles, that
would be absolutely true.
However, as a semantics nerd, I
feel the need to make an important
distinction: A column and an article

are t wo ver y dif ferent t hings. A
colum n is usually personal,
subjective, and not at all an unbiased
product, nor is it presented as one.
An article, on the other hand, is an
objective news story.
I won’t say that all articles are as
unbiased as they should be, because
we know they’re not. Journalists are
still human beings, and no one can
completely divorce themselves from
their emotions and beliefs. But that
is the general idea, it’s what readers
rightfully expect and it’s what we try
our best to deliver on that front.
By the same token, I’m not saying
column writers are always exempt
from doing research. Columnists
should try their best to have a wellformed argument that readers can
at least follow, regardless of whether
t hey ag ree. A nd I’m not say ing
t hat readers can’t disag ree w it h
columnists. I welcome disagreement
a n d t h e r e s u lt i n g d i s c u s s i o n .
Starting dialogue is the point of
writing columns, after all.
Not ever y t hing t hat goes into
the paper is a hard-news, purely
objective product — just look at
feature sections, advice columns
and so on. While I am an aspiring
journalist, I write for Viewpoints
because I enjoy writing about what I
believe and I love to write in general.
When I talk about my opinions and
life experiences, I’m not practicing
tradit ional journalism, nor am I

advertising that I am. My columns
are my thoughts and nothing more.
S o m e o n e c o m m e nt e d t h at I
should learn the difference between
blogging and journalism, when in
fact I’m already well aware. I would
be just as appalled if an opinion
piece wound up in what was clearly
marked as a news section. That’s
why my writings and those of fellow
Viewpoints staff are published in
the opinion section.

Go to www.dailygamecock.com
to read more columns:
— Aaron Gadbury sympathizes
with New Hampshire secessionists
— Peyton McCullough reviews
S.C.’s unemployment policies
— Lake Morris inspects the Garnet
Army ... and finds it lacking
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Breakfast news shows
classic representation
If you have not eaten a Chick-fi l-A Chicken Biscuit for
breakfast, you have not truly lived. It’s a phantasmagorical
explosion of soft dough, steaming chicken and t hat
magically-seasoned breading. It will probably change your
life.
This is all to preface a piece of very good news for every
USC student with a mouth: Chick-fil-A in the Russell
House will probably start serving breakfast in the fall.
A common question among incoming freshmen has always
been this: If USC is going to have its own Chick-fil-A, why
not let it sell breakfast?
A fter all, t he most
important meal of the day
is the restaurant’s real forte.
A nd it’s a bit lighter than
some of the GMP’s sodiumladen breakfast offerings.
What did it take to get the
restaurant that consistently
rock s t he sock s of f of
incoming Northern students to serve breakfast on campus?
Student Government asked, and it happened.
It couldn’t have been much simpler. The student body
had a concern, the students’ advocates brought it before
the proper authorities, and things got done. It’s a textbook
example of representative democracy — and it’s how it
should work every time.
Congratulations are due to Student Government for
getting things done. These are real results that affect
thousands of students, especially the underclassmen eating
on campus.
So start prepping your taste buds now. Starting in August,
breakfast at the Russell House could be worth waking up
early.

After all, the most
important meal of the
day is the restaurant’s
real forte.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily
G a me co c k ’s V ie w p oi nt s p age
is to stimulate discussion in the
Un iver sit y of Sout h Ca rol i na
community. All published authors
are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to the editor, guest columns and
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
L et ter s a nd g ue st colu m n s
should be submitted via e-mail to
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length
and include the author’s name, year

in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders
a nd USC f ac u lt y memb er s to
submit guest columns. Columnists
should keep submissions to about
500 words in length and include
the author’s name and position.
Guest columns are limited to three
per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish
at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock
and must conform to t he legal
standards of USC Student Media.
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“Without music life would be a mistake.”
— Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche
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What’s not to love? Warm weather means
sunlight, picnics, and studying on the
horseshoe. Get involved in some outdoor

PE
A
T
MIX

activities like biking across campus, taking
pictures, or playing ultimate Frisbee. It’s
important to put on your SPF under the
hefty sun, but according to a scientific
study by Dr. William Grant, a moderate
amount of sunlight prevents cancer and
synthesizes vitamin D. Soak up the sun

Haley Dreis

while it lasts; forecasts predict cooler

STAFF WRITER

weather by next week.
Tom Uhlenbrock / MCT Campus

The writings of Jal l ad-D n Mu ammad are a surefire way
to impress your sweetheart on Valentines Day. The Persian
philosopher is a medieval poet who passionately believed in the
use of music, poetry and dance to design a path to reach God.
His poetic collections express a simple, literal and romantic
style.
Try writing your own love letter, but if all else fails go with

John VanBeekum / MCT Campus

the cheesy romanticism of Rumi: “This night of Love/so filled
with longing/It contracts my heart/Makes a glass thirsty/For
the ruby of your wine.” No pun intended.

It’s been the political buzz of the week. Yesterday, lawmakers

Courtesy of rumi-greenspirit.org

agreed on a $789 billion economic stimulus plan to help the shaky
economy. The amount was a compromised amount between the
original Senate and House bills. “The middle ground we’ve reached
creates more jobs than the original Senate bill and costs less than
the original House bill,” said Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid.
The current plan aims to aid victims of the recession through
unemployment benefits, food stamps, and health coverage,
infrastructure, transportation facilities, and tax relief. Fortunately
for USC and other colleges and universities across the country,
a multi-billion dollar allocation will also boost fi nancial help for

SGA elections are quick ly approaching and they’re an important
opportunity to voice your choice on campus. Between next Monday and
Tuesday [date?] students can log onto V IP and vote for their favorite
candidates.
Here’s the candidate breakdown:
President: Drew Kirchhofner, Carmel Matin, and Meredith Ross. Vice
President: Taylor Cain, Alex Stroman, and Matt Ungar. Treasurer: Ebbie

college students.

Yazdani (uncontested). You can also vote for senators in your respective

SG
09

college.

Now is the best time to prepare early for summer internships and jobs. The on-campus Center provides students with services
like the career library, web resources, tip sheets and mock interviews. On-call counselors are available between 1-4 p.m. to proofread
resume and cover letters, and individually consult clients about career options.
The free service is open to students, alumni, employers, faculty, and staff. The main location is on the 6th floor of the William
Close business building and satellite offices are in the Swearingen Engineering Center. You might as well take advantage of your
college tuition.
Courtesy of sc.edu

‘Ruckus’ causes ruckus on campus
Free music provider abruptly shuts down due to ﬁnancial diﬃculties after buyout by Total Music,
lack of sponsors; RHA, UTS search for alternate source of legal music downloads
Jonathan Coe
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Across the nation, a constant
quest ion among college
campuses has been: How can
students be provided with free
digital music without breaking
copyright laws?
D u r i ng t he 20 06 -20 07
school year, the Residence Hall
Association lobbied for a music
program that would legally allow
st udents to dow nload music.
They found Ruckus — a free,
legal music ser v ice desig ned
for col lege ca mpu ses t hat
supports music dow nloading
com mu n it ie s. Not on ly d id
Ruckus come at the right price
b a s e d o n it s a d - s u p p o r t e d
sp on sor sh ip, but it a l lowed
students to stream an unlimited
a mou nt of mu sic, accept i ng
anyone with a university e-mail
address.
But if a subscriber would have
pulled up Ruckus as of Friday,
Feb. 6, the program would have
fi rst given notice of a temporary
update-related shutdown, and
finally the notice: “Unfortunately

the Ruckus service will no longer
be provided.”
Ruckus’s ad-supported model
began to fall apart when sponsors
started pulling ads, according
to for mer R H A president
Jaime Shook and an article on
techcrunch.com says that due
to its recent acquiring by Total
Music, Ruck us had beg un to
struggle. The Web site not only
specifies problems with Total
Music, but also says the company
was denied as Facebook’s music
provider because it would not
prov ide Total Music wit h its
revenue and user data.
Despite the Ruckus closure,
S ho o k r e i n f o r c e s t he ne e d
for students to have access to
free music on campus, but the
music must be legally acquired.
A nother goal is for RHA and
UTS to protect the names of
students who download illegally
under the USC network.
Shook say s t hat U T S c a n
identif y and release students’
names who download illegally,
but they choose not to do so.
Such a release could result in
those st udents being sued by

the music industry, an outcome
neit her Shook nor t he R H A
want.
By working with UTS, student
government and USC students,
Shook and the RHA believe they
can fi nd viable, legal options that
are good for residents.
The RHA strongly encourages
legal ways to download music
and would like to continue to
enforce policies on st udent s
that will hold them accountable
for what they download from
university residence halls.
In the post-Ruckus era, Shook
says she and her colleagues will
go back to their transition notes
f rom before t hey discovered
the program. She insists their
follow-up to the Ruckus closure
will include only programs with
a strong student interest.
“We would rather empower
the whole student government,
i nclud i ng re sident h a l l s , to
ensu re t hat t here is enough
student interest for the time and
energ y to be worth it” Shook
said.
Shook stressed that the RHA
will follow up on the Ruckus

Courtesy of ruckus.com

Due to a lack of sponsorship, Ruckus, USC’s free music download
service, has shut down, forcing students to seek alternatives.
development and will look into
other pursuits, but only if they
are wanted.
With digital piracy running
r a mp a nt , c ol leg e c a mpu s e s
fear most for their universitysponsored networks that, while
linking students to their classes,
school fi nances and professors,
also grant them accessibility to
unlimited illegal dow nloads.
A t t h e s a m e t i m e , s t u d e nt
government associat ions like

RHA do not want to endanger
students of getting sued by the
music industr y. In terms of a
legitimate, legal music provider,
Shook just wants some stability.
“We don’t want to jump on
one g roup when t hey cou ld
potentially close down too.”

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
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The Very Best
In Student Living
luxury student Cottages
for Sale or Lease
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Reserve
Your Cottage
in Phase 2
Now!

On-Site Leasing Center

Devine Street Info Center

Mon–Fri 9am–5:30pm
1929 Bluff Road

Mon–Fri 11am–5pm
2013 Devine Street
(In 5pts; Next to Jimmy John’s)

For Sales or Leasing Inquiries, call:
IR
BLA

ST.

THE
RETREAT

803.733.5800
info@retreatcolumbia.com

www.retreatcolumbia.com
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

BALLAST
6 & 8 p.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
TODAY
SHAWN’S BIG LOVE RETRO DANCE NITE
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

Spurned

THE BRISBONES, ZELAZOWA, GHOSTS OF THE
GREAT HIGHWAY
8 p.m, $5 over 21/ $7 under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

◆ By Jarad Greene / The Daily Gamecock

TOMORROW
BALLYHOO BURLESQUE SHOW FEATURING
S H A L L O W PA L A C E , C AT S & C O B R A S ,
PACIFICO
7 p.m., $10
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.
POUR IN NOW BENEFIT W/ THE UNAWARES,
SONS OF YOUNG, COOTER SCOOTER. THE
NOISE, KID TRAILS
8 p.m., $8
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
ART BAR PLAYERS IMPROV COMEDY
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

HOROSCOPES

02/12/09

1234567890-=
ARIES Communications
are iffy now, so you’d better
watch what you say. Caution
your partner and/or spouse
to be similarly cautious.
TAURUS Get into the
groove at work. Don’t let
you rself arg ue w it h t he
rules, regulations and other
powers that be.
GE M I N I Tid y up
your place and make sure
everything’s in order. That
will give you more time for
fun and games later.
C A NC ER T he ne x t
couple of days should be
ver y i nterest i ng. You’l l
hear every reason why your
methods won’t work. Don’t
let it get you down.
LEO Invest part of your
money into new creative
projects. They’re fun, and
that’s always good for you.

Besides, you might build a
few items that increase your
net worth.
V IRGO The money is
starting to trickle in a little
faster than before. Does this
mean you’re in the clear?
Unfortunately not. Make
it into another nest egg and
keep it safe.
LIBR A As you get into
new projects, you’ll also
find new difficulties. That’s
what’s coming up next.
SCORPIO Slow down
with the orders now. They’re
apt to be misunderstood.
You’re into a difficult area.
Think it over before you
proceed. You don’t want to
get them all going in the
wrong direction.
SAGITTA RIUS Take
care, all is no longer well.
Costs are souring. Will

these costs be charged to
the client? Are you in the
game to look good or to
make money? Hint: The
answer is yes, and foolish
spending looks dumb.
C A PR ICOR N T h e
closer you get to the top, the
more the hearing changes.
You may be best friends
with the receptionist, but
if the boss won’t let you in,
you’re not doing it right.
AQUA R IUS Caref u l
now. Be watching out for the
lies and confusing traffic.
S omet h i ng ’s not r ight ,
concerning communication
and/or travel.
PISC ES A l l sor t s of
new arg uments and
considerations are popping
up. You should be prett y
sure what you want by now;
that’s the important part.

ACROSS
1 Extended families
6 Astronaut's insignia
10 Split up
14 Kosher
15 Aces, sometimes
16 China setting
17 Insect stage
18 The Beehive State
19 Loan letters
20 Start of George
Bernard Shaw quote
23 Charlotte-toRaleigh dir.
24 Natl. interest
watchdog
25 Strauss opera
28 Painted ponies
31 Waldorf or Caesar
32 Raspy

02/12/09

for 02/11/09

35 A.E.C. successor

2 Detroit dud

37 Prince Valiant's son

3 Striped gem

38 Part 2 of quote

4 Close by, once

42 Addams Family

5 Impassivity

member

6 Chewy candy

43 Brit's raincoat

7 In opposition

44 Way out

8 Atlas septet

45 Magna cum __

9 Hearth residue

48 Author Orwell

10 __ Sue Martin

50 "Seinfeld" gal

11 Old navigation

52 Drinking vessel

instrument

53 Infomercials, e.g.

12 Fix, in a way

56 End of quote

13 __ kwon do

60 Sufﬁx for diseases

21 Prime-time time on

62 Very French

TV

36 Little angel

58 Scottish headland

63 Kind of acid

22 Anatomical duct

39 Delay

59 Abu Dhabi ruler

64 Burnsian hillside

26 Martin and Pickford

40 Aubergine

60 ThinkPad maker

65 Latin being

27 Writers Ferber and

41 Rapping Dr.

61 Capote's nickname

66 Fertilizer ingredient

Millay

46 Trucker's fuel

67 Comic Martin

28 PGA member

47 Alfonso's queen

68 Like Santa's

29 Chilled

49 Irish playwright

cheeks

30 Yrbk. section

51 Odoriﬁc compound

69 Secret rendezvous

32 Selassie of

53 Cordiality

Ethiopia

54 Actress Claire

33 Based on eight

55 Sty sound

34 Of an insurance job

57 Roughly

DOWN
1 Singer Patsy

Solutions from 02/11/09
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Staley sees potential in young team
Before traveling to Arkansas
women’s basketball coach
reflects on tough season
Tiara Johnson
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Tonight the women’s basketball
team heads to Fayetteville, Ark. to
battle the Razorbacks for USC’s
second SEC win.
S o u t h C a r ol i n a (9 -13, 1- 8
SEC) will hope to turn around
its disappointing season against
A rkansas (13-11, 2-7) who will
be coming off a big win against
Georgia on Sunday.
While Arkansas is 14-7 in the
series, the Gamecocks have come
out on top in t heir last t h ree
meet ings. Last t ime t hey met,
Feb. 3, 2008, then junior forward
Demetress Adams posted a school
record of 26 rebounds and a game
high of 18 points to give Carolina
the win.
However, this time around, the
Gamecocks will be without senior
g uard Brion na Dickerson and
Adams due to injuries, the team’s
first and third leading scorers,
respectively.
“Demetress had surger y last
week and is on the road to recovery,
and Brionna we are going to reevaluate in two weeks to see where
she stands,” USC coach Dawn
Staley said. “We definitely lost
some experience on both sides of
the ball.”
The young team has had little

luck this season, between being
plagued by injuries and losing a
couple of close games, including
last Sunday’s heartbreaking 66-65
home court loss to SEC rival Ole
Miss.
Wit hout t heir ex perience, a
win against A rkansas will be a
challenge. The Razorbacks average
67.1 points per game as compared
to the Gamecocks’ 59.1 points per
game.
“A rk a n s a s i s ver y at h let ic .
They are [a] team that can give
us problems if we allow them to
penetrate like they want to do and
play a fast-paced game,” Staley
said.
Carolina w ill have to watch
out for the scoring ability of the
Razorback’s freshman guard Ceira
Ricketts who averages 13.6 points
per game as well as senior guard
Ayana Brereton, averaging 10.3
points per game. To prepare, the
Gamecocks have been working on
their defense to prevent Arkansas’
ability to penetrate. They also are
working on ways to score those
critical easy buckets.
W hether the team comes out
tomorrow with a win or a loss, the
first-year coach is optimistic for
the future of Gamecock women’s
basketball.
“It’s good for the younger players
to get more experience and a lot of
playing time,” Staley said. “For
what they don’t do this year, I’m
sure they will do a lot better next
year.”

Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC coach Dawn Staley gives instructions to guard Lakeisha Sutton in Carolina’s Jan. 29 matchup with the Tigers.

Staley might not have to wait
until next year for some of her
other players to step up. Several
young players have emerged to
help fi ll in the gap left by injury.
Freshman guard Lakeisha Sutton
has played her way to be the team’s
second leading scorer averaging
10.8 points per game and is among

the top 10 in the SEC in assists
per game (3.8, 8th), free throw
percentage (.750, 8th) and steals per
game (1.7, 9th) so far this season.
Also, freshman forward Charenee
Stephens has become Carolina’s
leading rebounder, averaging 5.1
boards per conference game.
“Our strength as team is, for

Women’s tennis puts clamps on Winthrop

5-2
Cross in debt to long road of training
Morgan Henley
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Gamecock track team has more than 60 women
on its roster, yet one seems to stand out season after
season. Junior sprinter Brandi Cross recently just ran
her 400-meter dash to a season’s best 53.95, which is a
provisional time for the NCA A Track championship.
Cross is both an NCAA Outdoor and Indoor All-American

Courtesy of USC Media Relations

Junior sprinter Brandi Cross takes the lead in a meet last
season. Cross ran a career best time earlier this spring.

C omm ents on this st or y? E -mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Baseball ﬁghting oﬀ
ghosts of steroid use
Recent news of A-Rod’s
performance enhancer
use troubling for league

Courtesy of www.chriscreamer.com

Early start, support of fellow Texan give
junior sprinter advantage in competing

what has happened to us this year,
meaning losing a couple of our key
players, we have done a tremendous
job a s a t e a m a nd t r y i n g t o
compete,” Staley said.
Tip off is slated for 8 p.m. at Bud
Walton Arena in Fayetteville, Ark.

and advanced to the semifinals of the US Olympic trials in
the 400m.
Cross got her season’s best time last Saturday at the New
Balance Collegiate Invitational in New York City. She won
sixth overall, coming in right behind fellow Gamecock,
freshman Nadonnia Rodrigues. Rodrigues is at the top
spot in the SEC right now for the 400m and Cross is right
behind at second. Cross is at the ninth spot in the nation.
“It’s nothing for me [to have another teammate close
to my speeds],” Cross said. “I’m used to it being on world
teams. I’m glad she’s here. It helps me do better and I’ll
help her do better. We’ll do this thing together.”
Her list of accomplishments is extensive, going all the
way back to when she was in sixth grade and got on the
top 50 lists for the 400m by running a time of 55.1. She
was ranked fourth nationally in eighth grade and won a
gold medal on a 4 x 400 relay for the IAAF World Junior
Championships in 2006.
“When my dad first got me started with track at seven,
I thought he was just trying to have something for me to
do,” Cross said. “I thought it was like my job. My parents
would come home from their job and then take me to
mine. It wasn’t until I was 12 that I thought about running
for the rest of my life.”
Many athletes who have such early success get burned
out before they even reach college, but Cross uses it to her
advantage.
“Running at such a young age helped me get used to
the media from the world team,” Cross said. “It’s helped
[me] learn how to deal with certain situations, like when
politics comes into play. Dealing with the sport and life, I
caught on early and I learned fast.”
Cross, originally from Missouri City, Texas, stays close
with fellow Texan, hurdler Jason Richardson, another AllAmerican athlete who also had early success. Richardson
ran the third-fastest time ever by a high school athlete in
the 400m hurdles.
“I’ve known Jason since I was 14,” Cross said. “I call
him brother and he calls me little sister. We look out for
each other. I was ecstatic [when he ran the fi rst NCAA
qualifying time in the nation at the first meet of the
season]. He got off the track and told me I need to hurry
up.”
Currently the team is ranked 11th in the nation and
hopes to only get higher. The team will be traveling
to Fayetteville, A rk. for the Tyson Invitational this
weekend.
“We’re having our struggles,” Cross said. “But it’s time
to get it done. You can look for us at the top. You can look
for me and my brother Jason all the way from Texas to
South Carolina.”
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

The hot topic of nearly
e v e r y ne w s p u b l ic at io n
t h is week has been A lex
Rodrig uez’s admission to
t he use of per for ma nceenhancing dr ugs f rom
2001-2003. The highest-paid
player in all of professional
sports was part of what was
supposed to be a su r vey
during 2003 to see if further
restrictions on drug testing
w e r e n e e d e d f o r M aj o r
League Baseball.
For some reason, probably
because he is
a rg u ably t he
biggest name
in baseball,
t he posit ive
“s u r ve y ”
dr ug test by
JAKE LUCE
Rodriguez
Fourth-year
became public
sport and
entertainment news. Instead
of ly ing to
management
the media,
student
A-Rod took
responsibilit y
for his actions and simply
asked for forgiveness from
the public opinion.
“ I d id t a k e a b a n n e d
substance ... and for that, I
am ver y sorr y and deeply
regretful,” Rodriguez said
in an interview with ESPN’s
Peter Gammons . “When I
arrived in Texas in 2001 ... I
felt like I had all the weight
of the world on top of me
and I needed to perform, and
perform at a high level every
day.”
His apology and sincere
response is something that
public figures have started
to realize is the best way to
diffuse a situation when you
are guilty. We have learned
f rom at hletes like Roger
Clemens and Mark McGwire
that lying will just dig you
deeper i nto a hole. T he
honesty portrayed by people
like A ndy Pettite , Marion
Jone s a nd e ven M ichael
Phelps is what the U.S. Court
of Public Opinion really
wants to hear.
So let’s get back to the

greatest t hing to happen
to baseball since steroids,
Alex Rodriguez. He is the
perfect player. His incredible
athleticism and strong arm
makes him an ideal fielder but
he still has power at the plate.
Rodriguez’s only problem on
the field has been his lack of
performance under pressure
during the playoffs.
W hen t he publ ic f i r st
started hearing about
steroids, we saw the exploding
muscles of McGwire, Sammy
S o s a a nd Jo se C on seco .
Now we have come to the
realization that performanceenhancing drugs can make
you a better athlete without
making you look like Arnold
Schwarzenegger i n h is
prime.
What happened to A-Rod
is scary because it forces fans
to realize that pretty much
any star athlete could be on
some sort of performancee n h a n c i n g d r u g. T i g e r
Woods looks pretty jacked
a nd he dom i nates t he
c o mp e t it io n . M a y b e he
i s t a k i n g s o me f or m of
steroids.
Honestly, I would like to
believe that A-Rod only took
his performance enhancers
from 2001-2003, but I have
found so many lies in major
league sports lately that it’s
difficult to unconditionally
believe anything anymore.
Even ou r president
e m p h a s i z e d
h i s
disappoint ment w it h t he
MLB during his first primetime news conference.
“If you’re a fan of Major
Leag ue Baseball, I t hink
it tarnishes an entire era,
to some deg ree,” Obama
said. “And it’s unfortunate,
because I think there were a
lot of ballplayers who played
it straight.”
The one positive to take
f rom a l l t h is is t hat t he
yout h of our countr y are
starting to see that cheating
is wrong and t hat tak ing
a performance-enhancing
drug to increase your skill is
not only immoral but it is the
illegal way to get to the top.
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Announcements
Lifeguard class beginning March
27-April 5th. Member rate $150
Non-member Rate $200. Scuba class
beginning March 16-April 5th. Member
rate $350 Non-member rate $425. For
more information contact Kristin
Shelton 407-1079 ext 15.

Apartments
Downtown Living *ASPYRE*
*1,2,3 BR’S* Flexible Leases*
*Brand New* Parking Garage*
Int., H20 incld. *803-400-1570*
SHANDON - 2713 PRESTON STREET
Excellent large 1BR
available now.
Great location. Close to USC. Ideal for
Grad. Std or Professional. 782-9009.
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442
DUPLEX 1BR APT- hdwd flrs Park St.
2 miles from USC. $395 318-0729

Roommates
Great Price, Location & View.
2BR.,1BA, Furn Apt. Mature M/rmmt,
20+.Across USC horseshoe. $425/Mo.,
includes Utl. 843-409-1460.

Housing-Rent
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
Students live for Free! Stop paying
rent and buy with City incentives and tax
breaks a home that has separate
mother-in-law $150,000 low interest and
no closing cost. Great location!
Call 843-345-6332

DEADLINE

Housing-Rent
Downtown - The Gates @ Williams-Brice
Luxury Condominium Homes 2BR 2BA
start @ $1,325 inclds util appl pkg pool &
more. 7 or 12/mo lease. 866-202-0440.

•

Office hours: M-F

Help Wanted
Child Care
Irmo Day Care -. PT position available
working with 3 y.o 2-6:00pm. Daycare
exp required. Call 781-5439.

Seeking F/rmmte 3BR 3BA furn. Retreatof Cola. Free int. cable. Email/call
Humamakhan@gmail.com
843-566-5841 Khana20@comcast.net

Help Wanted
Restaurants

3819 Barwick St. 2BR 1BA sunrm w/d
hdwd flrs fncd yd, energy eff Newly renov. Pets ok Available NOW. $875
864-320-1500 .

CALIFORNIA CHICKEN GRILL
Now Hiring all positions.
Apply in person 701 Gervais St. #110

Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $99,900 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com

Help Wanted
Sodexho @ THE NATIONAL ADVOCACY CENTER is now accepting applications for a PT front desk clerk. This is
a great opportunity to gain experience in
a hotel atmosphere. Qualified applicant
must be able to work a flex sched, including weekends. Apply in person M-F
9am-4pm (Bring a copy of your fall ‘08
and spring ‘09 class schedule and attach it to your application.)
The National Advocacy Center
1620 Pendleton St.
EEO/a Drug Fee Workplace

TEAPOT CHINESE RESTAURANT
Now hiring cashiers & delivery drivers.
Good Tips! Flexible hrs. 920-4975

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

Additional Info

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

